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I-W VOLUNTEERS ATTACK BLIGHT IN BALTIMORE 


By Dare ULRicH 


(Editor's note: This is the second in a series of articles describ- 
ing various I-W projects sponsored by different denominations. 
The following article was submitted by a I-W serving at the 
Brethren Volunteer Service Project in Baltimore, Md.) 

Baltimore City is the sixth largest in the nation 
with a population of 1,200,000. An estimated 36% of 
these people live in slum or substandard housing. 
Blight covers approximately 2000 blocks of Baltimore’s 
most densely populated area. In this maze of houses 
people and traffic stands a three-story row house 
known as the Brotherhood Pilot House. To many peo- 
ple this house is a symbol of helpfulness and interest 
in one another. 


‘How Did They Do It?’ 


Two years ago 1325 W. Lafayette Avenue was in a 
deplorable condition, the worst in the block. Three 
families with a total of eight children shared its single 
bathroom. Filth chucked the corners and littered the 
floors; plaster was falling down. Existence could only 
have been discouraging, unhealthy, and unsafe. 
Brotherhood Service, Inc., an organization founded by 
local Church of the Brethren men, purchased the 
house and rehabilitated it as an example to the 
surrounding neighbors of what can be done to fix up 
a rundown house. The renovation job was truly an 
exciting venture as contributions came from many 
sources. The Real Estate Board contributed $1,500 
toward the purchase price, professional plumbers and 
electricians contributed much of the labor, and plumb- 
ing supply houses donated the plumbing supplies. 
The value of the work of the volunteers and I-W 
workers is estimated to be $2,000. 

Then on May 26 of this year the Brotherhood Pilot 
House was open for inspection. 219 guests signed the 


register that day. Those who were seeing the house 
for the first time would say, “Isn’t this nice,” but 
those who had seen it before work began would gasp, 
“How did they do it?” 


Pilot House Points the Way 


I-W’s and volunteers began working in Baltimore 
in February of 1951. At that time Brotherhood Serv- 
ice had already purchased its first Pilot House and 
was in the process of rehabilitating it in cooperation 
with the Baltimore Health Department’s Pilot Plan, 
an experimental slum rehabilitation effort in a 27 
block area in East Baltimore. (In 1955 the Pilot 
House in East Baltimore was sold and the present 
one in West Baltimore was purchased.) Each house 
was to be inspected and the owner informed of health 
and safety code violations. Originally the volunteers 
staffed the Pilot House as a social service referral and 
information center. 

Then as the volunteers began to know the commun- 
ity better they saw where they could enable some 
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citizens to meet their housing notices if they would 
help the owner concrete his cellar, remove loose wall 
paper, replace worn stair treads, etc. The reasons for 
needing the volunteers’ assistance were varied: illness, 
death in the family, loss of job, and poor management. 
In each case the home owner provided the materials 
and the volunteers did the work without pay. Some- 
times the owner was able and would work along with 
the volunteers, providing a very worthwhile experi- 
ence for himself and the volunteers. 

It was a natural outgrowth of the work in the Pilot 
Area that the repair in the homes of needy folks 
would spread over the whole city. As this scattering 
of the work has taken place the home owners usually 
do not know of the Brethren Volunteers; so it is 
necessary to explain carefully the background of the 
group. Many folks find it difficult to separate the 
volunteers from a home improvement company, and 
understanding why anyone would work for no pay is 
next to impossible for some. 


New Programs Undertaken 


Even though home repair gradually became the 
focus of the work, many other projects have attracted 
the volunteers’ interest. Recreational opportunities 
are inadequate in nearly all of Baltimore’s crowded 
inner city, and the Pilot Area was no exception. The 
volunteers set to work and helped clean an unused 
portion of a large church and got it started as a 
community center. It was found that working moth- 
ers needed a reasonable place to leave their children 
during the day; so the volunteers helped to establish 
a community nursery. For a number of years now 
the Joint Social Order of the Monthly Meeting of 
the Religious Society of Friends and the Brethren 
Volunteer Service Unit have co-sponsored weekend 
work camps. Also, the volunteers have co-sponsored 
with the Church of the Brethren in the Eastern Mary- 
land area what is called the Hospitality Project. Under 
this program Christian families are hosts to children 
from Baltimore’s inner city for one week during the 
summer. Rural families are especially encouraged 
tc participate in this program. Since most all of the 
children are Negro, the Hospitality Project provides 
one avenue for church people to work on the inte- 
gration problem. 


Volunteer Work Has Its Rewards 


To thoroughly understand the Baltimore project 
one has to work with the volunteers and share some 
of their experiences. Two recent incidents come to 
mind that help in this regard. First, the volunteers 
generally do little work on the exterior of a house, 
but this summer the occasion arose to paint the front 
of a row house in a shabby block. By the time the 
job was completed the landlord of the house next 
door was getting estimates on painting the front of his 
house, and the widow lady who lives on the other 
side wants us to paint her house when she gets the 
money. Just as a rundown house affects the one next 
to it, so does a neat and trim one. 

The second incident occurred when a friend from 
California was looking for the Pilot House. He stopped 
to inquire of a colored lady walking on the sidewalk. 
As he stopped, the lady turned to look at the second 
floor of the building beside her. When the friend 
spoke anyway and asked about the Pilot House her 
countenance changed immediately, and she cheerfully 
gave him the proper directions. The volunteers are 
thankful that they are accepted by the people and 
have the opportunity to do meaningful work in 
Baltimore. 


Students at University of Wisconsin 
Veto Enforced ROTC 


Madison, Wisconsin.—The University of Wisconsin 
student senate voted 27 to 3 to do away with ROTC 
on campus, according to a United Press release. 

The article which appeared in the October 23 issue 
of the Lincoln Evening Journal and Nebraska State 
Journal stated that the senate, which represents all 
University students, will seek faculty and state legis- 
lative action to eliminate compulsory military training. 

Don Hoffman of Elm Grove, Wisconsin, senate 
president, said the action was taken because “ROTC 
is contrary to the established principles of democratic 
action at the University.” 

Hoffman said students should be free to choose 
their courses. At present all Wisconsin male students 
must take two years of Reserve Officers Training 
Corps studies as part of their curriculum. 

(Concluded on page 3, column 2) 
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Recent Court Cases Involving COs 


The question has arisen anew as to whether or not 
the Government shall be required to produce the 
FBI reports on Conscientious Objectors if subpoe- 
naed at the Court trials. The matter was thought to 
be settled by the NUGENT case (346 U. S. 1, 73 S. 
Ct. 991) which held, among other things, that it was 
sufficient if a “fair resume” was given the Registrant 
at the hearing before the Hearing Officer. However, 
the recent JENCKS decision (353 U. S. 657, 77 S. 
Ct. 1007) held, among other things, that where a 
witness at a trial had given information to the FBI, 
that FBI information should be available to Jencks 
and his counsel for the purpose of impeachment by 
showing prior conflicting statements. 


In the recent Conscientious Objector case of Blalock 
v. United States, 247 F2d 615, decided August 7, 1957, 
by the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, the Court 
recognized that the FBI Resume was analogous to 
the Witness who testifies in Court, and that the same 
principle of law was invclved in (1) testing the ac- 
curacy of the RESUME furnished in the C. O. cases 
and in (2) testing the accuracy and truthfulness of 
an FBI witness in other criminal trials. However, 
the Court, in sustaining the conviction of BLALOCK, 
attempted to distinguish between the “types” of crim- 
inal cases involved and held that the NUGENT case 
was still good law and controlling in C. O. cases, be- 
cause the FBI investigation afforded “represented a 
balancing between the demands of an effective system 
for mobilizing the nation’s manpower in times of 
crisis, and the demands of fairness toward the indi- 
vidual registrant.” The Court did have considerable 
difficulty reconciling the apparent inconsistencies in 
the NUGENT and JENCKS decisions, but pointed 
out that the JENCKS case did not expressly over- 
rule the NUGENT case on this point, and that “The 
resolution of possible inconsistencies in the Supreme 
Court’s decision is ordinarily not the perogative of 
inferior courts.” 

But in the case of U. S. v. David Brian Jacobson, 
in the U. S. District Court for the Western District 
of Washington, Northern District, decided July 17, 
1957 (154 F Supp 104), Judge Solomon flatly held 
that the JENCKS decision was controlling on the 
point and acquitted JACOBSON when the Govern- 
ment refused to produce the FBI report in Court. 
The Court said that while the Appeal Board had only 
the Resume, the Department of Justice which made 
the resume and made a recommendation which the 


Appeal Board was bound to consider, had the whole 
FBI file. The Court went on to say that one cannot 
easily judge the fairness and completeness of a res- 
ume without looking at the documents it purports to 
summarize. In commenting on the Nugent case, the 
Court observed; “Unlike the registrants in NUGENT, 
JACOBSON does not contend that his classification 
was illegal because he was not given an opportunity 
to examine the FBI reports in the course of the appeal 
hearing. Rather, he urges that the evidence was in- 
sufficient to sustain the classification, and asks to 
examine these reports in order to determine for the 
purpose of this trial just what evidence was in fact 
adduced. . . . The question as presented here relates 
solely to the proper procedure at the trial. In my 
view, the concept of justice announced in the JENCKS 
case requires that the FBI reports in their original 
form and not mere summaries thereof be produced as 
requested by the defense.” 

Your reporter is hard put to understand how the 
Court in the BLALOCK case can apply one “con- 
cept of justice” in a criminal case involving a Con- 
scientious Objector, and a different “concept of just- 
ice” in a criminal case involving alleged perjury by a 
Communist. Why should an alleged Communist be 
given “more justice” than a Conscientious Objector? 
Both cases indirectly involve the security of the 
country. 

It appears likely that the Blalock case will be ap- 
pealed to the Supreme Court, and that we will shortly 
have a new Supreme Court ruling on this troublesome 
problem. 





(Concluded from page 2) 

The senate resolution said that compulsory mili- 
tary training was a war-time measure in 1943, but is 
no longer needed. It would require an act of the state 
legislature to change the present system. 

Richard Brewer, of Milwaukee, said that ROTC 
was a waste of state money. As an example, he said 
the $90,000 it costs to heat the Air Force and Army 
administration building could be better used for edu- 
cational purposes. 

Professor John Armstrong, a faculty representative 
to the senate, abstained from voting. 

“This resolution seems to be an endorsement of 
the Republican policies of reducing armed forces 
manpower and I can’t go along with it,” he said. 

Hoffman will appoint seven students and faculty 
members to present the anti-ROTC resolution to the 
University administration and the state legislature. 

NSBRO is watching closely the developments at 
the University of Wisconsin since it is currently 
counselling with a number of students who are con- 
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scientiously opposed to participating in ROTC be- 
cause of religious beliefs. According to several re- 
liable sources, there seems to be growing sentiment 
in both student and educational circles to abolish the 
“compulsory” aspects of ROTC in land-grant colleges 
and universities. 


Marines Order CO Back to Combat 
Duty 

The Marine Corps has ordered Pvt. Peter H. Green 
of Camp Pendleton, California, who is seeking con- 
scientious objector status as a noncombatant, restored 
to full combatant duty. 

Green, 18, of Evanston, Illinois, predicted he would 
be court martialed again within two weeks if he is 
ordered to pick up a rifle. The young Marine is cur- 
rently on mess duty in the 2nd Infantry Training 
Regiment. 

Green was convicted by a court martial last May 


for his refusal to accept a rifle and report for combat 
training. He had served one month of a four-month 
sentence when the verdict was reversed and he was 


given noncombatant duties. 


I-W Work Opportunities 


Jibrail Fellowship Center in Lebanon. S. Neale 
Alter, Director of the Jibrail Rural Fellowship Cen- 
ter, has informed NSBRO of the need for securing 
a I-W assignee to the Center. He stated that: “... We 
should like to have a farm-background young man, 
who had some simple experience in operating farm 
machinery. His work would be to supervise teenage 
boys attending the Center in the carrying out of their 
work in the care of farm animals and farm equip- 
ment and in the care of gardens and orchards.” Jib- 
rail Center is a rural center in the low mountains of 
Lebanon about 25 miles north of Tripoli. According 
to Alter, there are now about 10 buildings in the 
Center which accommodates the various activities of 
the two schools of fundamental education for teen- 
age boys and girls, the farm, and several homes. 

Spanish American Institute. Dr. R. H. Silverthorn, 
President, Spanish American Institute, Gardena, Cali- 
fornia, has informed NSBRO of the need of a I-W to 
take over the management of their dairy and to assist 
with the 4-H Club work, and possibly help in caring 
for and shipping certain animals on behalf of the 
Heifer Project. The Institute founded in 1913 under 
the auspices of the Methodist Church has as its pur- 
pose the establishment of a Christian, character-build- 
ing institution to help boys who are in need, and to 
afford them with the opportunity for a basic education 
and vocational training. The enrollment includes boys 
of many races: Mexican, Indian, German, Chinese, 
Negro, and of South American countries. 


(For further information concerning these I-W work rtun- 
ities contact NSBRO, Washington, D. C. office.) rae 
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